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Chair, Department of Medical Social Sciences
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Agenda
● This Week’s Focus
● Data Nerd Report
● News Round Up
● Vaccines, Vaccines, Vaccines…
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Focus 
For 
The 

Week...
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January 29, 2026

Paulie and Chip Late Show Webinar 8pm

What’s On The Pediatric Practice Management Calendar?

bit.ly/PediatricPracticeManagementCalendar

Confirm 3rd Party Purchasing Accounts (Y)
Hardware/Software Updates (Q)
WWW Site Updates (M)
Practice Signage (Q)
Waiting Room Review (Q)
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http://bit.ly/PediatricPracticeManagementCalendar
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Email from Eventify.com

Click QR Code, Enter Your Email, 
& Request Password Be Sent:
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PMI is sponsoring two ticketed, complementary events Friday 
night (in addition to the cocktail party). Tickets are available at 
the PPMA/SOAPM table starting Friday, Feb 6th, after 9:00 AM. 
Depending on availability, extra tickets may be provided for 
guests traveling with you.

Options (both start ~7:30 PM, after the cocktail party)

● Acme Oyster House — Limited to 75 people. Address: 
724 Iberville Street (3 blocks from the hotel).

● Mardi Gras Parades — Limited to 450 people. Although 
parades officially begin at 5:30 PM, floats are expected to 
pass near the viewing stands between about 7:30–8:00 
PM, so you can eat beforehand and join afterward.

Parade attendees will be assigned Group A or Group B (noted on 
the back of your ticket). Check your ticket for the specific 
address. Additional details will be provided in the conference app 
and given during the conference opening session.
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https://blog.pcc.com/introducing-charting-the-future-with-chip-hart
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/charting-the-future-with-pcc/id1840246409
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12Data From The Data Nerd

Immunization counseling when vaccines are not given

https://blog.pcc.com/introducing-charting-the-future-with-chip-hart
https://blog.pcc.com/introducing-charting-the-future-with-chip-hart
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/charting-the-future-with-pcc/id1840246409
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THE PROFIT MYTH THE ECONOMIC REALITY

Claim: Doctors receive $40,000 
"vaccine bonuses".

Fact: Real programs (like BCBSM 2016) capped 
payments at $9,600 and required meeting 33+ 
different quality metrics.

Claim: Big Pharma pays doctors to 
push products.

Fact: Federal Anti-Kickback laws make this illegal. 
Incentive payments come from insurers, not 
manufacturers.

Claim: Vaccines are a major profit 
driver.

Fact: Vaccines are among the least profitable 
services; many practices operate on razor-thin 
margins or total losses.

www.PediatricSupport.com 

20

The Profit Myth vs. Economic Reality

Headline: Are Vaccines a "Cash Cow" for 
Pediatricians?

● The Narrative: Viral claims suggest doctors 
receive $40,000 bonuses for vaccinations.

● The Evidence: * The "$40,000 bonus" is a 
debunked myth based on a 2016 program 
that actually capped at $9,600 and was tied 
to 33 separate quality metrics (not just 
vaccines).
○ Legal Reality: It is illegal 

(Anti-Kickback Statute) for 
pharmaceutical companies to pay 
doctors to "push" specific vaccines.
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Headline: Why Vaccinating is a Financial 
Risk for Independent Practices

● Inventory Costs: A typical small practice 
must carry $50,000–$100,000 in vaccine 
inventory upfront, often using lines of 
credit.

● Reimbursement Gaps: * Medicaid: In 
many states, Medicaid pays less than the 
cost of administration, forcing doctors to 
lose money on every dose given to 
low-income children.
○ Overhead: Costs for medical-grade 

refrigerators, 24/7 temperature 
monitoring, and specialized staff are 
rarely fully reimbursed.
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Systemic Disparities and Access

Headline: Payment Inequities Threaten Public Health

● The Medicaid Gap: Doctors serving the most vulnerable 
populations (higher Medicaid ratios) are at the highest risk of 
financial failure.

● Practice Closures: Financial strain is forcing independent 
pediatricians to sell to large hospital systems or close entirely.

● The Stats: 24% of pediatricians have considered stopping 
vaccine services due to financial unviability.
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The Path Forward: Preserving Trust and Access

Headline: Protecting the Foundation of Pediatric Care

● Trust as a Resource: When profit myths spread, parent-doctor 
trust erodes, leading to vaccine delays and disease outbreaks.

● Solutions Needed:
○ Standardizing administration fees across all 50 states.
○ Ensuring Medicaid payments at least match the cost of 

delivery.
○ Decoupling quality incentives from "all-or-nothing" vaccine 

quotas.
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Email from Eventify.com

Click QR Code, Enter Your Email, 
& Request Password Be Sent:
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